
 

A Week in the Wild 
Daily events will vary for each person depending on your activity choices. The schedule below lists the 

basic outline for each day. Field trip departure and return times vary, so be sure to verify departure 

times! All field trip details will be covered each evening during the program presentations, and are 

outlined more specifically in the following pages.  

 

GENERAL SCHEDULE 

 

DAY 1. MONDAY.  

Arrive at the lodge any time before 4PM so you have time to check in before the welcome meeting.  

5PM. Welcome meeting. Meet your guides and choose your activities for tomorrow.  

6PM. Enjoy a group dinner in the main lodge.  

Free evening to settle in and get a good night’s rest before you start your adventures tomorrow.  

 

DAY 2. TUESDAY.  

6AM. Breakfast in the main lodge. If you are going wildlife watching this morning, a field breakfast will 

be provided.  

6AM. Wildlife watching trip departs.  

7AM. Full-day program departs.  

11AM. Morning wildlife watching trip returns to the lodge.  

12PM. Afternoon half-day program departs.  

4PM. Full-day program and afternoon half-day program return to the lodge.  

5:30PM. Evening recap of the day in the main lodge. Choose your activities for tomorrow. 

6PM. Enjoy a group dinner in the main lodge.  

7PM. Evening lecture by a local expert.  

 

DAY 3. WEDNESDAY. 

6AM. Breakfast in the main lodge.  

7AM. Full-day program and morning half-day program depart.  

11AM. Morning half-day program returns to the lodge.  

12PM. Afternoon half-day program departs.  

4PM. Full-day program and afternoon half-day program return to the lodge.  

5:30PM. Evening recap of the day in the main lodge. Choose your activities for tomorrow. 

6PM. Enjoy a group dinner in the main lodge.  

7PM. Evening lecture by a local expert.  



DAY 4. THURSDAY. 

6AM. Breakfast in the main lodge.  

7AM. Full-day program and morning half-day program depart.  

11AM. Morning half-day program returns to the lodge.  

12PM. Afternoon half-day program departs.  

4PM. Full-day program and afternoon half-day program return to the lodge.  

5:30PM. Evening recap of the day in the main lodge. Choose your activities for tomorrow. 

6PM. Enjoy a group dinner in the main lodge.  

7PM. Evening lecture by a local expert.  

 

DAY 5. FRIDAY.  

6AM. Breakfast in the main lodge. If you are going wildlife watching this morning, a field breakfast will 

be provided.  

6AM. Wildlife watching trip departs.  

7AM. Full-day program departs.  

11AM. Morning wildlife watching trip returns to the lodge.  

12PM. Afternoon half-day program departs.  

4PM. Full-day program and afternoon half-day program return to the lodge.  

5:30PM. Evening recap of the day and the week in the main lodge.  

6PM. Enjoy a group dinner in the main lodge.  

Free evening to socialize or relax on your own after an amazing week.  

 

DAY 6. SATURDAY.  

7AM. Breakfast in the main lodge.  

Check out before 10AM.  

 

 

 

  



DAILY PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS  

 

DAY 2. TUESDAY.  

 

FULL DAY PROGRAM [7AM-4PM]: Jasper Bench Exploration 

Guide: Brad Bulin 

High above the Lamar Valley, the rich environment of Jasper Bench beckons adventurers. Follow well-

worn bison trails and explore off-trail as you traverse flower-filled meadows and immerse yourself in 

Yellowstone’s backcountry. Along the way, you might spy bison calves or pronghorn fawns, a variety of 

bird life, and perhaps other denizens of wild Yellowstone. Total hiking distance: about 5 miles. Elevation 

gain/loss: 1,000 feet. 

 

MORNING HALF-DAY PROGRAM [6AM-11AM]: Wildlife Watching 

Guide: Virginia Shoup 

Spend the morning on the Northern Range, the best place in North America to see wildlife. May is baby 

season! Wolves have denned and are raising tiny pups this time of year. We may see adults traveling to 

and from the den, and we might even get a lucky peek at the pups as they start to venture out. Some 

black bears and grizzlies have emerged from their long winter sleep, and we may be fortunate enough to 

see some with cubs. Bison are calving, so we will also keep an eye out for those cute little red dogs.  

*Pick up your field breakfast in the main lodge before departing.  

 

AFTERNOON HALF-DAY PROGRAM [12PM-4PM]: Mammoth Hot Springs 

Guide: Elizabeth Mordensky 

The Mammoth Hot Springs terraces are unlike any other thermal features in the park. Spend the 
afternoon exploring the area and discover Yellowstone’s fascinating geologic and cultural history. See 
evidence of ancient seas and powerful volcanoes, explore the terraces and their constantly changing 
microbial life, and discover how Yellowstone’s geology dictates both the natural and cultural history of 
our first national park.  
 

EVENING LECTURE [7PM-8PM]: Yellowstone’s Owls 

Speaker: Katy Duffy, Retired Yellowstone Park Ranger 

Katy has been a licensed bird bander specializing in diurnal raptors, owls, and songbirds for more than 

40 years, and has given programs and taught classes on birds, diurnal raptors, and owls of the Greater 

Yellowstone Ecosystem for more than 20 years. She worked for the National Park Service in Yellowstone 

and Grand Teton National Parks for 32 years. She was a supervisory resource education ranger in 

Yellowstone and a ranger-naturalist in Grand Teton. She has a M.S. in ecology from Rutgers University. 

 

 

 

 



DAY 3. WEDNESDAY. 

 

FULL DAY PROGRAM [7AM-4PM]: Art in the Park 
Guide: Elizabeth Mordensky 
Take a trip to the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, one of the most beautiful areas in the park. We will 
explore the canyon rim, and take some time to capture the canyon’s amazing colors in our nature 
journals. We will also make a stop at the Canyon Visitor Education Center to learn about this area’s 
unique geology.  
 

MORNING HALF-DAY PROGRAM [7AM-11AM]: Nerdy Norris Walk 
Guide: Virginia Shoup 

Norris Geyser Basin is the oldest, hottest, and most dynamic geyser basin in the park. It is also home to 
recently active Steamboat Geyser – the tallest geyser in the world! We will travel to Norris to see some 
of the colorful pools and (hopefully!) splashing geysers. While there, we will nerd-out on the unique 
factors at play in Norris and how various geologic forces combine to make this geyser basin so 
fascinating. 
 

AFTERNOON HALF-DAY PROGRAM [12PM-4PM]: Before Yellowstone: Indigenous People in the Region 
Guide: Virginia Shoup 
People have been living in the Yellowstone region for more than 10,000 years. The 27 tribes that are 
affiliated with Yellowstone have spent time living, traveling, hunting, gathering, and seeking resources 
on this rich landscape. Spend the afternoon visiting some of cultural sites within Yellowstone, playing 
games native to Montana, and hearing stories about the indigenous people who have traveled this 
landscape for so many years. 
 

EVENING LECTURE [7PM-8PM]: Top 10 Misconceptions about the Yellowstone Volcano 

Speaker: Mike Poland, Scientist in Charge, Yellowstone Volcanic Observatory  

Mike is a research geophysicist with the Cascades Volcano Observatory and the current Scientist-in-

Charge of the Yellowstone Volcano Observatory. Mike's area of specialization is volcano geodesy, which 

emphasizes the surface deformation and gravity fields associated with volcanic activity. 

 

 

  



DAY 4. THURSDAY. 

 

FULL DAY PROGRAM [7AM-4PM]: Wolves, Wapiti, and Willows 
Guide: Virginia Shoup 
You may have heard about “How Wolves Change Rivers.” Start by watching this 4-minute video, and 
then head out into Lamar Valley and the Northern Range to determine if it is true! We will explore areas 
looking for signs of wolves, beavers, and elk, and areas of recovering aspen and willow. We will also talk 
about wolf hunting behavior and its effect on prey animals, and visit a site significant to the wolf 
reintroduction. 
 

MORNING HALF-DAY PROGRAM [7AM-11AM]: Scenic Float on the Yellowstone River 

Guide: Orion Helms 

Enjoy a morning scenic float along the upper Yellowstone River through Paradise Valley on flat water 

with good opportunities to see birds such as bald eagles, osprey, kingfishers, mergansers, and various 

songbirds associated with cottonwoods and willows. We also have the potential to see beavers and river 

otters. 

 

AFTERNOON HALF-DAY PROGRAM [12PM-4PM]: Bison, Bison!  

Guide: Elizabeth Mordensky 
Head out to Lamar Valley to observe bison in detail and learn why they are one of the most important 

animals in North America. Dive into bison behavior, their history in the park, and why they are the most 

controversial animal in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.  

 

EVENING LECTURE [7PM-8PM]: Living on Yellowstone’s Edge 

Speaker: Malou Anderson  

Malou is a Montana native, raised on her now 4th generation working family ranch, neighboring 

Yellowstone Park from the north. In 2013, she cofounded the Tom Miner Basin Association, which 

supports shared landscapes, conflict prevention, and preserving the positive traditions of the rural way 

of life by enhancing rural community support and connectedness. She and her husband, Andres, are 

busily and happily raising their two young girls on the ranch. Together, they custom graze grass-fed 

cattle and run a small ranch-based guest rental business. 

 

 

  



DAY 5. FRIDAY. 

 

FULL DAY PROGRAM [7AM-4PM]: Geysers on the Grand Tour 
Guide: Virginia Shoup 
Travel down to Old Faithful with stops along the way to visit some of the sites popular with the Grand 
Tour of the stagecoach era. Hear stories along the way of the crazy antics early travelers and guides got 
up to, and see thermal areas both popular and off the beaten path. This day will consist of several short 
walks. 
 

MORNING HALF-DAY PROGRAM [6AM-11AM]: Wildlife Watching 

Guide: Elizabeth Mordensky 
This is a second chance to go out to the Northern Range to look for wildlife. May is baby season, so we 

could see wolf puppies, bear cubs, bison babies, and maybe even some owl chicks.  

*Pick up your field breakfast in the main lodge before departing.  

 

AFTERNOON HALF-DAY PROGRAM [12PM-4PM]: Hike Beaver Ponds 

Guide: Elizabeth Mordensky 
Hike a beautiful and varied 6-mile loop trail near Mammoth Hot Springs. Explore a sagebrush plateau, a 

dense forest, a pond created by beavers, and the thermal features at Palette Springs.  

 

Free evening.  

 

 

 

 

  



MEET YOUR GUIDES 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Brad Bulin  

Brad is an educator, guide, trained wildlife biologist, wildlife 

videographer, and author. He has spent years studying and filming 

cougars, wolves, and wildlife behavior in and around Yellowstone. 

Brad grew up on a dairy farm in southwestern Wisconsin, where he 

spent his days outside getting to know the local flora and fauna. 

After earning his Master’s in Wildlife Biology from the University of 

Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Brad packed up his Jeep and headed to 

Yellowstone for a month-long stint teaching about Yellowstone’s 

wolves. More than 15 years later, he’s still here, guiding, teaching, 

and filming in Yellowstone. 

 

Elizabeth Mordensky 

Elizabeth is a naturalist guide and wildlife artist who fell in love 

with Yellowstone upon her first visit at the age of 12. She has 

shared her love for Yellowstone with visitors for 6 years as a guide 

and now promotes conservation for the area’s wildlife on an even 

greater scale through her art. Her love for backpacking may only be 

matched by her love for bison, but luckily Yellowstone provides 

both. No matter where she travels or lives in the world, Elizabeth 

will always consider Yellowstone home.  

 

Orion Helms  

Orion has over 25 years of experience rafting and kayaking on 

rivers throughout the western US. He has a good eye for spotting 

and identifying raptors. As a resident of Livingston, MT, the 

Yellowstone is his home river. When not guiding canoe trips on the 

Missouri River Breaks in northeast MT, he and his young daughter 

explore the less visited parts of the Yellowstone River throughout 

the summer months. 

 

Virginia Shoup  

Virginia comes to Yellowstone from a long history in outdoor 

education and the Girl Scouts. She first worked in the park in 2012, 

thinking it would be just a fun one-summer job. But after falling in 

love with the animals, the thermals, and even the lodgepole pines, 

she never left! She has worked for 10 years as a Yellowstone 

Naturalist, working with families, teachers, school groups, and 

everyone in between. Virginia is a Certified Interpretive Guide, a 

Leave No Trace Trainer, and a Wilderness First Responder. She uses 

her degree in theater to make science and the outdoors come alive 

for students of all ages! 


